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The present study proposed and tested a motivational model of alcohol use in which people are hypothesized to use alcohol to regulate 
both positive and negative emotions. Two central premises underpin this model: (a) that enhancement and coping motives for alcohol 
use are proximal determinants of alcohol use and abuse through which the influence of expectancies, emotions, and other individual 
differences are mediated and (b) that enhancement and coping motives represent phenomenologically distinct behaviors having both 
unique antecedents and consequences. This model was tested in 2 random samples ( I of adults, I of adolescents) using a combination 
of moderated regression and path analysis corrected for measurement error. Results revealed strong support for the hypothesized 
model in both samples and indicate the importance of distinguishing psychological motives for alcohol use. 
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