Smokin’ Joe Frazier’s Land Title Fight:  The Legacy of Emmett Till

Takes Another Swing

“My fight is against the corporate scam-boogahs.”

New fighting words of Smokin’ Joe Frazier, national and international heavy weight champion and icon, has forced him out of retirement to fight for his title.  But this time, the battle is over his land title, 140.397 acres in Bucks County, PA., valued at approximately 84 million dollars.  The Title Insurance Companies refuse to compensate Frazier for the illegal transferal of his land title to their companies.  “My fight is not against the people,” [who supported me and subsequently bought plots on the land];.  “My fight is against the corporate scam-boogahs,” insists Frazier.

With the proceeds from a 1973 fight, Smokin’ Joe Frazier purchased the 140.397 acres in Bucks County, PA.  He purchased land for residential development, named 100 Acre Woods.  In 1975, he paid for it in full with proceeds from the Thrilla in Manila fight and received the title to the land.  In 1978, developer Abcon, Inc. aka Fricker Corporation entered into an agreement to purchase the land from Frazier for 1.8 million dollars (although valued at approximately 3 million dollars).  Montgomery, McCracken, Walker and Rhodes (MMWR), a prominent Philadelphia law firm, drafted the document, and represented at one time or another the defendants, Greit Realty Trust (Successors to Unicorp America Corporation aka Lincorp Holdings, Inc., a subsidiary of Unicorp Energy Corporation of Canada).  MMWR law firm also represented Unicorp, America aka Lincorp at four (4) fraudulent real estate settlements/closings.

Joe Frazier had no knowledge of the defendants’ attempts to transfer his land.  All of the transfers were procured through forgery.  Using Joe’s name, land, and equity, the defendants built and sold over 400 houses on the land.

But Smokin’ Joe isn’t down for the count.  In April 2003, he won a verdict of fraud, misrepresentation, and malpractice against the estate of his former attorney, the late Bruce R. Wright in Philadelphia County Court of Common Pleas.  Frazier accused Wright of “racketeering” with MMWR in a scheme to defraud him of his land.  They thought that Joe was just another athlete/entertainer to be taken advantage of.  They never expected him to have enough sense to check this out and seek real legal representation.

The renowned civil rights activist and social critic, Dick Gregory praises the national and international icon for “not only bring[ing] dignity to the sport of boxing . . . [but for bringing] dignity to America and the world.”  He adds, “As friends of the champ, we will not let this happen.  He will not continue to suffer in an effort to right what has been wronged him.”  Gregory, author of  several books, including Callous on My Soul and Nigger, will lead a September 28-October 1, 2003 rally, march, and demonstration in support of Joe Frazier’s thirteen-year legal fight to win back his land.  “This is just a small way for me to say thank you,” says Gregory.  He has been working with Frazier’s legal team, consisting of lead attorney and daughter, Jacquelyn Frazier-Lyde, and four other public interest and real estate lawyers Earnestine O. Brown and   Richard L. Donald (Antioch School of Law), Melvin Carter, and Rosalind Plummer.


The battle for land has been a common, historical phenomenon for African Americans who have been systematically robbed of their land by racist whites.  White supremacy mandates that even accomplished or internationally famous Blacks must stay within their prescribed place.  The land title fight of Frazier, who recently has become a symbol of the plight and victimization of African Americans, therefore, evokes the legacy of Emmett Till.  Till, the 14-year-old Black Chicago Youth brutally lynched in Money, Mississippi in 1955 for whistling at a 21-year-old white woman, sparked the beginning of the Civil Rights Movement.  Till’s murder set the stage for Rosa Parks’ demonstration three months later, which culminated in the 1956 Montgomery Bus Boycott. Clenora Hudson-Weems, author of Emmett Till:  The Sacrificial Lamb of the Civil Right Movement (1994), which grew out of her 1988 Ford doctoral dissertation, “Emmett Till:  The Impetus of the Modern Civil Rights Movement,” (University of Iowa), first established this interpretation, which has been augmented with the spirit of redemption in a story currently being developed into a full length movie, which includes Frazier in a unusually significant “cameo” performance.

The commonalities in these two cases—Smokin’ Joe Frazier’s land title fight and the Emmett Till Murder Case--represent the on-going fight of African Americans for their birth given civil rights to political, social, and economic equality.  In each case, Frazier and Till continue to be denied their rights due to the race factor.

Hence, in the case of Smokin’ Joe, racism rears its ugly head once again, as it attempts to dictate the destiny of Black people.   Because of the prominent stature of this living legacy, it makes one wonder that if such a fate could fall upon this man, what unimaginable, unspeakable fate awaits the average Black person or person in general.  To be sure, were it not for the continuing collective struggle of Blacks, little hope for justice would befall the oppressed.  This is precisely what is demonstrated in the current fight in 

which Smokin’ Joe Frazier and his supporters are engaged.

The next scheduled court date for Frazier is set for October 14-17, 2003 at the Bucks County Court House in Doylestown, PA at 10:00 a.m., when Smokin’ Joe will fight for victory for his land and his civil rights, too long denied people of African decent in this country.

     A Rally and March are being sponsored by friends of the champ; the march to victory Itinerary for the September 28 to October 1, 2003 activities are as follows:

Sept.  28, 2003—Rally--2-6 p.m.—in front of the Joe Frazier Gym (2917 N. Broad St.)

Sept. 29--March—9 a.m.—from Frazier Gym, 10 miles toward land in Bucks County

Sept.30—March—7 a.m.--convenes at 10-mile mark toward site of land in Bucks County

Oct. 1--March convenes at the 2nd 10-mile mark to the final site of land in Bucks County

By Dr. Cleyora Hudson-Weems, Expert on Racism and Definitive Emmett Till Authority

