COMM 3100 

“Mini Argument” Assignment

The purpose of this assignment is to provide you with some practice formulating and writing fully-developed arguments (claim, support, warrant or reasoning). You also will gain practice incorporating sources of support into your writing. Finally, this assignment will provide you with feedback on your writing and the opportunity to revise your initial draft.

To complete this assignment you must first identify a controversial topic that:

· Affects you and your life;

· Is a current issue of controversy in a community to which you belong (this can be a local community to which you belong – such as an organization or local group you are a member of, your apartment complex, your place of employment, etc. – or a matter that affects your age group, or an issue of concern within your city, state, or country);

· Represents a controversial issue characterized by at least two opposing positions (and, the opposing positions should not simply be matters of preference or religious / cultural belief – such as “I like blue and you like green” or “my culture or religion prohibits eating beef while yours does not.”)

Write a fully-developed “mini” argument (no more than a single page, double-spaced) for both sides of your controversial issue. Your two arguments should take a “pro” (in favor of) AND “con” (against) position. Of course, if your controversial issue deals with a rather narrow or “local” topic that is unknown to most people, you will need to provide a sentence or two of background description of the issue.

The content of your “mini” argument should reflect the claim-support-warrant structure discussed in class and covered in your COMM 3100 argument tutorial.

While a Bibliography or Reference List is NOT required for the initial draft of your arguments, you should incorporate at least one source of evidence – other than your own personal opinion or experiences – to support both sides of your argument (and, most likely, a different source of evidence will be used to support each side of your selected controversy). Your revised draft will contain a Reference page that cites your sources of evidence. Please bring your sources of support with you to lab session on Friday, Sept. 4 in order to learn how to properly cite source material in APA style.

· This assignment is worth 80 points (30 points for your first draft / 50 points for the revised paper).

· Your initial draft (no more than one page for each side of your argument, two pages total) is due Friday, Sept. 4
· Your Instructor will return your initial draft with comments on Friday, Sept. 11
· Your revised arguments will be due on Friday, Sept. 18
