
News Letter
See you in Milwauke!

The main business of this edition of the News Letter of the 
Johnson Society of North America is to provide information about our 
meeting this April in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, to be hosted by Steve 
Karian. This will be our third meeting in Milwaukee in the last eleven 
years. We were hosted by Al Rivero in 1996 and by me in 2001. Most 
of you know that Milwaukee is a comfortable and convenient city, with 
good restaurants, a beautiful lake-shore, and excellent cultural 
institutions. The Calatrava addition to the Milwaukee Art Museum is 
probably old hat to many of you, but it has come to represent what the 
city is putting forward about itself in this new millennium. 

Johnsonians in Chicago
Mark the date: The Johnsonians will be meeting in Chicago on 

September 19, 2008, and Paul Ruxin, who is organizing that meeting, has let me know that members of our 
society will be welcome at their black-tie dinner event. We’ll have more details in the next couple of News 
Letters. I, for one, am looking forward to that occasion! 

Abstract "om the meeting in Bloomington, IN, May 2006
We have one more abstract from May, this from Paul Hunter, who delivered a most enjoyable talk that 

gave rise to interesting conversation.

Prior to Pope

Paul Hunter

The traditional divisions of literary history have a history of problems, not the least of which involve 
transitions and matters that fall between traditional borders. The biggest (and most often addressed) 
problems involve movement from one dominant “period” to another--Early Modern to the Long 18C, for 
example, or Victorian to Modern. But there are also gaps in subperiods, and some of these seriously distort 
what authors, works, and genres we preserve, teach, and study.

One such important gap involves the years from the latter part of Dryden’s career to the rise of 
Alexander Pope’s reputation. Well over half the authors preserved in Johnson’s ‘Lives of the Poets’ (not to 
mention that many thriving women poets passed over in the Johnson project) did most of their writing in 
this period, yet most are all but forgotten as Dryden’s influence waned and Pope’s waited to begin. And the 
kinds of poems favored by many of these poets tend to disappear from view, especially the dominant 
“personal occasional” poems obscured by the rise of satire. In the battle of physical books (where size does 
matter), illustrated by the Pope and Prior editions of 1717-1718, one can mark the anxiety about reputation 
and status that characterizes a leaderless and now much undervalued “subperiod”.
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Program
Johnson Society of the Central Region
April 13 and 14, 2007
Marquette University
Milwaukee, Wisconsin

Please note:  We have reserved a block of rooms at the Holiday Inn Milwaukee City Centre, 611 W. Wis-
consin Ave., Milwaukee, WI 53023.  The room rate is $109 per night, not including tax.  To reserve a room, 
please call either 414-273-2950 or 888-HOLIDAY (888-465-4329) and state that youÕre with the Johnson 
Society of the Central Region.  Reservations must be made by March 12 to receive the group rate.

Friday, April 13

All events on Friday occur at the Alumni Memorial Union (AMU), 1442 W. Wisconsin Ave., 8 blocks 
west of the Holiday Inn.

The registration table opens at noon outside room 227 of the Alumni Memorial Union.

Registration:  Noon Ð 1:00 (AMU Room 227)

Welcome to the Conference:  1:00 Ð 1:15 (AMU 227)

Session 1:  1:15 Ð 2:45 (AMU 227)
1.  Barrett Kalter (University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee), “Conjecture and the Passions”
2.  Patricia Brückmann (University of Toronto), “Clarissa’s ‘Father's House’ Once More, Reflections on 

Squires and their Many Mansions”
3.  Matt Kinservik (University of Delaware), “Radicalism Reconsidered: Jacobin Literature and Politics 

on the 1790s London Stage”

Coffee Break:  2:45 Ð 3:00

Session 2:  3:00 Ð 4:30 (AMU 227)
1.  Frans De Bruyn (University of Ottawa), “William Shakespeare and Edmund Burke: Literary Allusion 

in Eighteenth-Century British Political Rhetoric”
2.  John Dussinger (University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign), “The Professed Critic: Warburton, 

Edwards, Johnson, and the Hazards of Emendation”
3.  Alan McKenzie (Purdue University), “What did the Rambler say to the flâneur?”

Drinks:  4:30 Ð 5:15 in Lunda Room, AMU

Dinner:  5:15 Ð 6:30 in Lunda Room, AMU

Entertainment: Tartuffe, Milwaukee Rep Theater, 108 E. Wells St.:  8pm
Round-trip shuttle service from the Holiday Inn
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Saturday, April 14

All events on Saturday (except Lunch) occur at the Holiday InnÕs Madison Room.

Session 3:  9:15 Ð 10:15 (Holiday Inn, Madison Room)
1.  Hilary Teynor (University of Wisconsin-Marathon County), “Habeas Clinker: Law and Narrative 

Voice in Humphry Clinker”
2.  George Boulukos (Southern Illinois University Carbondale), “The Stableboy Discovered:  Thomas 

Hammond’s Memoirs and the Eighteenth-Century Lower Orders”

Coffee Break:  10:15 Ð 10:30

Session 4:  10:30 Ð Noon (Holiday Inn, Madison Room)
1.  Robin Valenza (University of Chicago), “Johnson’s Dictionary v. Amazon.com”
2.  Thomas Bonnell (St. Mary’s College), “Boswell’s Keen Touch: Re-Drafting The Life of Johnson”
3.  J. T. Scanlan (Providence College), “‘Remote from the Turgid and Mean’:  Johnson’s Book Reviews 

for the Literary Magazine and Developments in his Ideas on Style”

Lunch:  Noon Ð 12:55

Business Meeting:  12:55 Ð 1:00

Guest Speaker:  1:00 Ð 2:00
Robert Folkenflik (University of California, Irvine), “Anonymous Johnson”
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Registration Form
Johnson Society of the Central Region
April 13 and 14, 2007
Marquette University
Milwaukee, Wisconsin

Mail Checks to:
Steve Karian
Department of English
PO Box 1881
Marquette University
Milwaukee, WI 53201-1881

Name:

Affiliation:

Address:

Email Address:

(All prices below are per person)

Registration:
 $20 Faculty _______

 $10 Students _______

Friday Dinner:  $22 _______

Ticket for Tartuffe:  $29 _______

Saturday Lunch:  $13 _______

Dues:  $3 _______

Total enclosed (make checks payable to Marquette University)  _______

For Directions to the Holiday Inn Milwaukee City Centre:
http://www.himilwaukeecitycentre.com/directions.html

Transportation from Milwaukee Airport to the Holiday Inn:
Airport Connection, $11 per person per trip.  The number is 414-769-2444 or 800-236-5450.
http://www.mkelimo.com

Questions?  Contact Stephen Karian, stephen.karian@marquette.edu
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George Justice
The Johnson Society of the Central Region
Department of English
107 Tate Hall
University of Missouri
Columbia, MO 65211
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